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The 2nd Amendment: Misinterpreted 

 

There has been a lot of controversy over the past several 

years about the 2nd Amendment and what it means for the 

citizens of the United States. Obviously there are issues with 

communication on this because many different people have 

different ideas of what it actually means. The way it was written 

by our founding fathers made sense to them, but perhaps our 

new generations just don’t understand it. However, before we 

can delve into the different arguments and interpretations, we 

must first understand the amendment as it was originally written.  

The 2nd Amendment, as laid out in the U.S. Constitution, 

states that “A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the 

security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear 

arms, shall not be infringed.” This means that all people have 

the right to keep and bear arms so that they may protect 
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themselves, maintain the freedom and security of their state and 

country. and shall not be infringed upon. It also means that the 

people must be available to use this right to protect their country 

or themselves in times of war. In this modern day, we do not 

often use the term “militia” as it is an older term, but we should 

still understand and follow what the founding fathers wrote. A 

militia, according to the Constitution, refers to the entire citizen 

population of United States who is capable of owning and using 

“arms.” “Arms” in this instance not only refers to guns, but 

weapons in general as well. A militia is “a common man army 

of citizens who are called up in emergencies to protect the free 

State. In order to be able to have a militia, citizens have a natural 

right to keep and bear arms and the government cannot infringe 

on that right.” (dailypaul.com) Thus, in order to have a 

successful militia, the citizens must be allowed to be armed and 

be trained in the knowledge of those arms. 

Communication on this has been misinterpreted and 

misquoted, so much so that the 2nd Amendment was actually 

rewritten for a new high school AP History textbook published 

by AMSCO. This textbook was introduced in Denton, Texas, at 

the beginning of this school year and it caused a huge uproar. In 

Comment [Andy11]: Remove quotes. 

Comment [Andy12]: Remove quotes. 

Comment [Andy13]: Is defined as? 

Comment [Andy14]: Maintain? 

Comment [Andy15]: Article or website name. 

Comment [Andy16]: Recent? 

Comment [Andy17]: When…? 



the author’s defense, the list of amendments does start with 

“Here is a summary of the rights guaranteed in each 

amendment.” The 2nd one is indeed a summary. This is the 

rewritten 2nd Amendment, according to this textbook, “The 

people have a right to keep and bear arms in a state militia.” You 

can see how the amendment has been radically changed. Not 

only has the whole phrase “being necessary to the security of a 

free state” been removed, but the meaning of the amendment 

itself has been drastically altered. No longer is it stating that all 

citizens, as part of the militia, have the right to keep arms to 

protect their free state, this textbook is blatantly stating that only 

those citizens who are part of the militia have the right to bear 

arms – no one else. It is insinuating that not all citizens are part 

of the militia and therefore have no right to “keep and bear 

arms.” This is a horrible misrepresentation of the amendment’s 

original meaning. By having such a skewed idea of what the 2nd 

Amendment is saying, it’s no wonder that so many people are 

pro gun control. When you do not fully understand an issue, or, 

even when you misunderstand it, it is easy to follow the crowd 

without asking questions. If the 2nd Amendment really stated 

that only those citizens within the militia could own “arms” 
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(guns), then, yes, gun control sounds like a logical next step. But 

that interpretation is wrong. That is not the way that the 

founding fathers wrote the original amendment.  

Because of this misinterpretation of the 2nd Amendment, 

the people of the United States do not fully understand its true 

meaning. Younger generations are taught to not question 

authority, just listen to the media, the president, or whoever 

might be speaking about something important and believe what 

they say. If a textbook in a high school states a certain version of 

the 2nd amendment, why shouldn’t students believe it? The 

textbook and, therefore the teacher must be correct. The only 

way to change or fix this problem is for younger generations to 

wake up and think for themselves. They must be able to see the 

problems right in front of their eyes. If we are continuously 

pushing incorrect information at our children and do not 

allowing them to ask questions, then we will continue to have 

generation after generation of incorrect thinking and 

misinterpretations of our very important “inalienable rights.” 

Gross misinterpretations like this example from the AMSCO 

textbook continue to misinform the general public and cause 
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more controversy on topics that there really should be no 

controversy about.  

When the founding fathers wrote this amendment, they 

assumed that all citizens would have the capacity to understand 

it completely and be able to defend it. The original 2nd 

Amendment, worded in a way that everyone should understand, 

states that all citizens have the right to keep and bear arms in 

order to have a successful state militia should the need arise to 

protect themselves or the free state. We can assume that all 

citizens who owned “arms” back then were expected to take 

proper care of them, not be reckless, haphazard, or willfully 

endanger anyone else’s life. This, obviously, does not hold true 

for the newer generations. There are several reasons for why our 

newer generations are having so many issue with guns: a) newer 

generations are incompetent and should not be given any kind of 

weapon because they do not know how to properly handle it; b) 

newer generations are uneducated on the subject of guns and are 

therefore scared of the unknown; c) newer generations are fully 

aware of what guns are, how dangerous they can be, and they 

think that only the people in charge or those who have been 

properly trained should have them – to keep the rest of us safe. 
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To be honest it is probably a mixture of all three of those ideas 

and parts of all of them may indeed be great. However, what if 

you live in a country where the government terrorizes its citizens 

to the point where they are being massacred, tortured, or living 

in fear for their lives if they don’t do what the government 

wants. In that sort of situation is it still correct to think that only 

the government or those in charge should be the ones with the 

guns? Shouldn’t the citizens have a right to defend themselves, 

their loved ones and their property? According to the 2nd 

Amendment, shouldn’t those citizens be properly trained (as a 

militia) and outfitted with weapons to protect their free state and 

prevent such tyranny from happening? The answer is yes.  

However, there is always a catch. You will always have 

that group of lawbreakers: the mafia, the cartel, the 

underground, etc. People will take this freedom of being able to 

own weapons and use it against the general population and the 

law itself – all the more reason to have properly trained citizens 

who are able to defend themselves. There is no need for 

vigilante justice or a mob mentality, not by any stretch of the 

imagination. The point that I am trying to make here is that all 

citizens, in order to have a successful militia, must be properly 
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trained with the weapons that they own. Otherwise, you have a 

nation of uneducated people who don’t have a clue how to use 

weapons that they have lying around and will not only injure 

themselves, but those around them. It is due to lack of education 

and lack of proper hands-on training that we have so many 

issues with guns. And this is the biggest support of gun control: 

improper (or no) education or training. A lot of the people who 

are for gun control think that if we implement gun control that 

crime rates will drop and we will have safer cities. They are 

incorrect in this thinking. Not only will the crime rates not drop, 

at least not as much as they would expect, the lawbreakers will 

continue to get their guns and continue to commit crimes against 

the now unarmed citizens. Lawbreakers will be more likely to 

attack more people in more horrible ways in the open. Why? 

Because they know that no one has a way of stopping them. Gun 

control would be the best idea if all people were perfect angels 

who wanted only what was best for everyone else and would 

never hurt anyone. 

Do you see what happened in this paper? How the subject 

of the misinterpreted 2nd Amendment went directly to an 

argument on gun control? That is exactly the point I am trying to 
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make. We jump to conclusions, skip ahead through the “boring” 

information and focus on what we want to read, what we want to 

talk about, what interests us, or what we are passionate about. 

We need to make sure that we properly understand everything 

that we read and everything that our children are learning, 

especially something as important as the Constitution of the 

United States. In better news, the publisher of the textbook that 

misquoted the 2nd Amendment issued a statement after many 

complaints were sent to them: “Perfection Learning recently 

acquired AMSCO School Publications including the AP U.S. 

History book. This title is currently being revised and it is our 

intention to include the original language of the Bill of Rights in 

the new edition.”(pjmedia.com). It sounds as if they are at least 

trying to correct a mistake and make a move towards proper 

interpretation. If we can properly educate our next generations, 

properly train them in the ways that our founding fathers 

expected of us, then we will have less misinterpretation of some 

of our most important rights. 
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